May 28, 2013
Alpha Wong
Assistant Director, Subsidiary Rights
HarperCollins Children’s Books
10 East 53rd Street, 12th Floor
New York, NY 10022


Dear Alpha,

I sent you an e-mail in March about a student who was writing a Diary of a Jellyfish similar to Doreen Cronin’s diary books.  You so generously said that you would send Brooke’s book to Doreen’s editor.  I’ve made copies of her book and included the text as well.  If Doreen would like to write to Brooke, her address is:

Brooke Smithson
612 Gardenia Way
Murfreesboro, TN
37130

Thanks again for helping us find Doreen!  Brooke is so excited that she will see her book.

Sincerely,
Sarah Svarda
Librarian
Discovery School at Reeves Rogers
Murfreesboro, TN










March 31

Dear Diary,
I had fun today and I think that I should write all the fun things I will do this year starting tomorrow.

April 1

Dear Diary,
On April Fool’s Day I threw a pie in my sister’s face.  I laughed so hard I fell to the ground.  But, my mom didn’t laugh at all.

May 6

Dear Diary,
Today is my birthday!  I am ten months old.

Did you know?
Some jellyfish live for only one year.

May 10

Dear Diary,
Today my grandpa came over for a visit.  His tentacles looked very long, so I wanted to measure them.  They were so long that I needed a longer stick.

Did you know?
Jellyfish tentacles can be two hundred feet!

May 21

Dear Diary,
Today was the scariest day of my life.  I was playing tag with a sea turtle but now I know never to do that again.

Did you know?
Sea turtles sometimes eat jellyfish stinger and all!

May 30

Dear Diary,
My sister says that she can’t sleep without me, because she’s scared of the dark.  I wonder why she says that?

Did you know?
Some jellyfish glow purple at night and some don’t.

June 3

Dear Diary,
Today my brother told me a scary story that our ancestors fell from the sky to haunt us a very long time ago.

Gross Fact:
Scientists think that jellyfish might have been bad weather once.

June 5

Dear Diary,
Today my mom showed me her scrapbook.  She told me that I caught my first fish when I was two weeks old.

Fun Fact:
Jellyfish use their tentacles to sting their prey.

June 7

Dear Diary,
Today my mom said we have a new sibling.  I don’t know if it was a boy or a girl?  Who knows.  It doesn’t even look like a jellyfish.

Did you know?
Jellyfish often produce eggs.




June 10
Dear Diary,
Today I saw someone sting a sandfish and killed it.  I sure hope he doesn’t do that to me.

Deadly Fact:
Box jellyfish are one of the deadliest creatures.

June 23

Dear Diary,
This morning I asked my mom if I could go to the surface.  She said, “Yes, but if a predator comes swim in the light and you’ll be safe.”  So I went to the surface and tried it.  It works!

Did you know?
Some jellyfish give off light to scare away predators.

July 4

Dear Diary,
Last night was the best!  Our grandpa took us to the surface and showed us some lights in the sky.  He told us they were called fireworks.  He also said they only appear on July 4th at night.

July 12

Dear Diary,
Today was exciting.  The new baby was going to hatch, at least that’s what my mom said.  We all gathered around the crib and watched it hatch, but when it did it was a GIRL!  I was thinking it was a baby boy then it would be fine, but a baby girl…I don’t think so!







July 29

Dear Diary,
Something weird has happened today.  I was going outside to play and ran into a dolphin.  She said, “Oh, I’m sorry please don’t sting me Mr. Wasp.”  Then she just swam away.  But why did she call me a wasp?

Fun Fact:
Another name for a jellyfish is a sea wasp.

August 3

Dear Diary,
Today was amazing.  My dad took me to the deep dark ocean and showed me a cool trick.  He said, “Now, son to catch a fish in the deep dark ocean jellyfish glow red to lure the food.”  I sure wish I could do that.

Fun Fact:
Some jellyfish glow red to attract small fish for food.

August 7

Dear Diary,
Today my mom said that I had to go to school in other words, “smack.”  I don’t know why they call it, “smack,” maybe to tell our schools apart.  I wish I could go to “school” with the others.

Did you know?
Jellyfish groups are known as smacks.









August 12

Dear Diary,
Today my grandpa told me a story about how jellyfish looked like plants to catch their food.  I wonder if they disguise themselves to kill their enemies?

Fun Fact:
Jellyfish are animals, although some look more like plants.


August 15

Dear Diary,
Today our dad told us that jellyfish come in all sizes.  He told us that jellyfish can be the size of someone’s fingernail to the size of a car!  I wonder if a jellyfish can be as long as a limousine.

Fun Fact:
Jellyfish vary in size from the size of a fingernail to the size of a car.

August 21

Dear Diary,
Today I met another jellyfish.  His name was Alex, but he did NOT have any tentacles.  I couldn’t even tell if he was a jellyfish or not.  I asked him, “Where are your tentacles?”  He said, “I’m a blubber jellyfish and I don’t have any tentacles.”  “I have oral arms!”  He was a very strange guy.

Fun Fact:
Not all jellyfish have tentacles.  The blubber jellyfish has oral arms but no tentacles.






August 31

Dear Diary,
Today my brother fell off his scooter and thought he broke his arm.  My brother should know that we don’t have bones and dad should also know.  I guess they don’t because we don’t have brains either.  So dad took us all to the hospital, but the girls had to stay home because mom had to watch over the baby.  When we got there day explained why they were there to the doctors so the doctor took an x-ray and looked at it carefully.    The doctor said, “If he broke a bone, then where is the bone?”

Fun Fact:
Jellyfish have no bones, organs, hearts, or brains.

September 2

Dear Diary,
Today me, my grandpa, and my dad went to see my uncle.  He lived in the Arctic Ocean and he was known as Uncle Ice.  I thought is was pretty clever.  Uncle Ice told me that he was so big his tentacles were so long he could play tag and he doesn’t have to move!

Did you know?
The Arctic jellyfish is seven feet wide and its tentacles are one hundred and twenty feet long.  That’s longer than a football field!

September 5

Dear Diary,
Today mom told me the moon jellyfish has a long life cycle and other jellyfish do, too.  She also said that jellyfish have the longest life cycle of any other animal.  I found it pretty interesting.

Did you know?
Jellyfish have more stages in their life cycle than any other animal.



September 9

Dear Diary,
Today our grandpa told us jellyfish have been around for a long, long, long time.  They’ve lived so long they were here before the dinosaurs!

Fun Fact:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jellyfish had first appeared 650 million years ago and dinosaurs first appeared 230 million years ago!
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